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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 pm., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent ${o the Country
Towns Sewerage Act Amendment Bill.

QUESTIONS,

MEDICAL SERVICES,

fa) As io Doctors, Local Shortage and
Eastern States Surplus.

Hon. W. R. HALL asked the Minister
for Transport:

(1) Has his attention been drawn
to the Press statement appearing
in the “Kalgoorlie Miner” of the 20th
November, 1951, and attributed to the
Melbourne State President of the B.M.A,,
Dr. R. Watson, to the effect—

(a) that 30 newly-graduated doctors
could not get work in the pro-
fession and that another 20 men
would become unemploved after
the supplementary examinations
in a fortnight's time;
that some of these doctors have
already said that they would go
to New Zealand or Canada if
their luck did not change;

(¢) that Dr. Watson and Sir Vietor
Hurley said that, “the surplus of
doctors was due to the grave
shortage of hospitals?”

(2) In view of the serious shortage of
doctors in this State, will the Govern-
ment give consideration to taking the
matter up with the BM.A. with a view
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t0 encouraging some of these doctors to
come to Western Australia to act as lo-
cum tenens, and/or to fill the places of
doctors who have left wvarious country
towns?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) (a) and (b) No, but broadly these
are the facts.

(c) The shortage of hospitals re-
ferred to is for the training of
graduates in the practical appli-
cation of their theoretical educa-
tion.

(2) These young men heed one or two
yvears’ work in hospitals under supervision
before undertaking public practice especi-
ally in isolated places. The Western Aus-
tralian Government has arranged to em-
ploy 50 per cent. more of these graduates
than usual as a contribution to the solu-
tion of the problem of training these
young men.

(b) As to Doctor for Big Bell.

Hon. W. R. HALL asked the Minister
for Transport:

Can he inform the House whether any
progress has been made with regard to
the appointment of a medical practitioner
for Big Bell, where the miners and general
public are alarmed at being left so long
without medical aftention?

The MINISTER replied:

At Big Bell the doctor has a private
practice; he is not a Government ap-
pointee, However, the Minister has asked
the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine of
the University of Melbourne if he would
recommend any of the new graduates, or
other more experienced doctor for Big
Bell.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.,

1, Acts Amendment (Superannuation
and Pensions).

2, Nurses Registration Act Amendment.
Passed.

BILL—BUILDING OFPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT AND CONTINUANCE.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

o Debate resumed from the 22nd Novem-
er.

HON. R. J. BOYLEN (South-East)
(4.49]: I support the Bill, which seems to
be more or less of an annual one, I have
supported similar measures in the past.
The Bill is based on democratic principles,
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and I feel certain that members will give
it full consideration on this occasion. I
agree with the deletion of the word “sterl-
ing" as suggested in the Bill, because our
dealings are conducted on the basis of
Australian currency. If we are {o have a
democratic franchise for this House, we
must have one on similar lines fto that
adopted in the election of members to
both Houses of the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. I do not refer to the method of elec-
tion or the type of voting, whether prefer-
ential or proportional representation, but
rather to the type of franchise for those
elections where every person over the age
of 21 years is placed on the roll and con-
sequently has a vote at election times.

If my memory serves me correctly, dur-
ing the election campaign in 1950 for the
State Parliament, promises were made on
the hustings that the franchise for the
Legislative Council would be given con-
sideration and an endeavour made to
liberalise the restrictions, Those promises
were made not only by members seeking
election or re-election to another place
but alse by members of this Chamber
who appeared on the hustings in support
of those candidates. The Government did
make a half-hearted attempt to carry out
those promises, and as far as another
place was concerned the Bill met with rea-
senable consideration, but on arrival in this
Chamber it was first mutilated and
eventually, through the acilon of one
member of this House, defeated altogether.
Adult franchise for this House, if we are
to be democratic, is equally as important
as it is for the Legislative Assembly.

On frequent occasions we have heard
remarks passed that the Legislative Coun-
cil is a House of review, but after the
manner in which legislation has been re-
ceilved in this Chamber I am afraid that
we are neither fooling ourselves nor the
electors of anoiher Chamber who should,
in my opinion, he electors of members of
this Chamber. Many years ago the fran-
chise for the Legislative Assembly was not
as democratic as it is today, but over a
period of years it became an entire fran-
chise as well as a compulsory one.

In other words, all those who are placed
on the roll for another place must vote at
Legislative Assembly elections. One of ihe
sound reasons advanced for making voting
at elections for that Chamber compulsory
was that peopie were apathetic; they were
not interested in electing their members
of Parliament but were quite happy to
criticise them on occasions. With com-
pulsory voting, people have only them-
selves to blame for the members whom
they elect to represent them. Also, com-
pulsory voting makes people take more
interest in the arguments put forward by
various candidates and the same thing
should apply to elections of members to
the Legislative Council.

[COUNCIL.1

The very fact that legislation is initiated
in this House, as well as in the Legisla-
tive Assembly, proves that this Chamber
is not a House of review in the real sense
of the word. I cannot think of any argu-
ment that could be advanced against a
complete franchise for this House. I am
inclined to think that not many members
will speak to this measure although they
will all vote upon it; if they did speak,
they would not be able to advance sound
reasons for defeating the Bill but
could merely advance excuses as to why
we should not have full franchise. The
reasons advanced would merely be personal
ones and I am certain that no sound argu-
ments could be put forward which would
go down with the public of Western Aus-
ralia.

The argument put up is that those who
have the greatest financial interests in
this country have the greatest stake in
it and that those people should be the ones
entitled to vote at the election of mem-
bers to this Chamber. The people who
are personaily interested in this country,
and those who have the greatest stake in
it, are those with large families. A family
comprising four or five sons or daughters,
whose ages are over 21 years and who
have votes for the Legislative Assembly,
should have the same rights at the election
of members to this Chamber. People in
that category have a2 larger stake in this
country and have as much or probably
more right than those who are now placed
on the rolls for the Legislative Councii.

We have seen the manner in which
legislation has heen dealt with in this
Chamber, particuiarly during the past ses-
sion, and I consider that latterly more
attention has been drawn to the Legislative
Council than probably during the previous
&0 years, Consequently, if a matter of this
nature were left to the electors of Western
Australia to decide instead of to the 30
members of this House, we would have not
only a complete Iranchise for people over
21 years of age but we would also have
an opportunity to eleet members to this
House as long as they were over the age
of 21 years. That provision applies to
elections for other Parliaments in Aus-
tralia and to the Legislative Assembly of
this State. I ask members te give this
Bill every consideration and to vote for
it on this occasion. I support the second
reading.

HON. G. FRASER (Waest) [4.45]1: I was
waiting for some other members who are
opposed to this Bill to get up and give
some reasons for their attitude.

Hon. L. A. Logan: I was about to get
up but you beat me to it.

Hon. G. FRASER: I can easily sit down
and make way for the hon, member,

Hon. H, Hearn: But you do not want to.

Hon. G. FRASER: There is no gain-
saying the fact that this is an important
Bill.



[27 November, 1951.]

Hon. E. M. Heenan: It is being treated
as if it were a joke.

Hen, H, Hearn: By whom?

Hon. G. FRASER: That is why I intend
to have a few words to say about it.
Any measure which deals with the fran-
chise of the people of this country, as
this Bill sets out to do, is important.
Ever since I have been in politics, and
long before that time, I have heard people
say that it was time the Legislative Coun-
¢il franchise was liberalised. During my
term in Parliament many attempts have
been made, by all parties, to extend the
franchise, and after all it is only right
that people should have more say in the
government of the State and the election
of members to this Chamber.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: Would you make
voting compulsory?

Hon. G. FRASER: Under the present
qualifications we cannot even make voting
compulsory at elections of members to
this Chamber. I would agree with
the hon. member if he would pair up with
me in an attempt to alter the qualification
or to see that compulsory voting and en-
rolment for this House became accomp-
lished faets. However, knowing the hon.
member as I do, I think I can expect very
little co-operation from him on that, score.
This is a genuine attempt to improve the
franchise and in my opinion is entirely
justified. We often hear of Governments
introducing legislation into a Chamber
and because they have mentioned that
fact on the hustings, they say “We have
a mandate from the people to do this.,”
Theat not only applies to Labour Govern-
ments but to other Governments as well.
The present Government has a mandate
from the people so far as the franchise of
the Legislative Council is concerned.

Hon. E, M. Heenan: It made promises.

Hon. G. FRASER: Exactly. Members
of this Government made promises on
the hustings on the last two ocecasions.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: It is doing its best.

Hon. G. FRASER: And the Govern-
ment's own supporters join in defeating
those attempts. Many of the Government
supporters who are opposing this measure
appeared on the platforms with Govern-
ment candidates, thus leading the people
to believe that they were behind those
candidates in their efforts to liberalise
the franchise. Actually those members
will have put a confldence trick over the
people of this State if they vote against
this measure, because they led the people
to believe that they were in agreement
with the policy enunciated by those
candidates.

When speaking in favour of those can-
didates, Government supporters in this
House did not say that they did not be-
lieve in this phase of the policy. They
let the public assume that they were in
favour of it. Now we find that they come
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along here, when the opportunity is being
given to pul into actual practice the
promises made, and are quite ready to
defeat any measure which attempts to
carry out those promises.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
believe in the abolition of this House?

Hon. G. FRASER: That is not the sub-
ject with which this Bill deals.

Hon. H. Hearn: It is a leading ques-
tion though.

Hon. G. FRASER: When we have g
measure dealing with that subject, I will
explain my afttitude to the Minister then.
We have to deal with the hurdle we have
in front of us now. Some would say,
“Hc(:iwodo you know what they are going
to do?”

Hon. H. Hearn: You are betting on it.

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not know, but
I am a true Australian and I will gamble
on what they are going to do. I am sure
I will not be far wrong. This measure
has been received almost in silence.

Hon. L. Cralg: Silence means consent!

Hon. G. FRASER: As a matter of fact,
only three members of a party elected to
power with a mandate to liberalise the
franchise of this Chamber, have spoken
on this measure. There are another 18
or 1% members who have not opened their
mouths regarding it.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: They have no case
to put up.

Hon. G. FRASER: If they are going
to vote against i, they should at least
give reasons why they intend doing so.
From Mr. Henning's remarks, it would seem
that his only objection is that the wife of
the farmer is not going to get a vote. Well,
I say, why not? Would not he be a house-
holder.

Hon. C. H. Henning: Mr. Gray objected;
he said so.

Hon. G. FRASER: Even if the farmer
is a leaseholder, the hon. member has
the option in Committee of amending
this measure to include leaseholders and
I will support him in that, because I
want the wives of farmers to have a vote
the same as anyone else's wife. If that
is the hon. member's only objection, it is
& very poor one. Mr. Craig referred to
the Council as a property Chamber; this
Bill will not alter the property qualifica-
tions. There are only three vital points
in the Bill: The first ls to reduce the
age of membership of the Legislative
Council from 30 to 21 years; the second
is to give the wife of a house-
holder a vote, and the third deals with
what is generally referred %o as the
plural voting section of the Act. As
for the first point, I am not afraid
to permit a man between the ages
of 21 and 30 years to become a
member of this Chamber; I am not afraid
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of him opposing me either. I am a true
democrat and I am not afraid of it. Mr.
Baxter had great objections to a person of
the age of 21 years having the right to
sit in this Chamber. Is the hon. member
afraid that some youth of the age of R1
or 22 will defeat him?

Hon. N. E. Baxter: I gave my reasons for
at, ‘

Hon. G. FRASER: They were 50 poor
that I have forgotten what they were.
I cannot see why an age barrier should
be preserved. What difference is there
between a man of 30 years and a man of
21 vears of age?

Hon. R. M. Forrest: The former is a
bit more solid.

Hon. G. FRASER: If he is solid enough
to vote for this Chamber, he should be
solid enough to take his place here if the
people elect him.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: Do you think he
would have great experience?

Hon. G. FRASER: That is for the people
to judge; it is not our right to decide, but
the right of the people. If they are agree-
able to sending here a man who is 21 years
of age, then that is all right. Why should
we sit In judgment on their actions? It
is only because of their actions that I
and other members are here. I cannot
see any valid objection to a person who is
entitled to vote not having the right to
take his seat in this Chamber. But we
say it is all right for a person of 21 years to
have a vote, although gt that age he should
not be permitted to come here as a mem-
ber. The people should have the choice
in this matter, not us. I have not heard
of one objection to cause me ‘to vote
against the Bill because of the fact that
it is proposed to reduce the qualifying age
for membhership to 21 years.

In so far as plural voting is concerned,
I have always been in opposition to that.
I cannot for the life of me see why, if
I owned a sand patch in Broome, I should
have the right to say who should be the
representative of that area, any more than
I can see why a man living in Broome
who owned a sand paich in Fremantle
should say who should be the representa-
tive for my area. Why should a man be-
cause he owns a £50 sand patch have the
right to decide who should be the repre-
sentative of another area? I cannot under-
stand the argument in favour of giving
a person more than one vote; everyone
should be on an equal footing. If any-
body moves in Committee to extend the
franchise to the wife of a freeholder or a
leaseholder, I will have no objection and
will support him in that direction.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: So will I.

Hon. G. FRASER: In most cases the
wife of a freeholder would already have
a vole because the husband would be a
hoeugeholder in the electorate in which she

ved.

{COUNCIL. |

The Minister for Agriculture: Only if
the property is in her name.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am saying that the
wife of a freeholder in another province
would possibly be the wife of a house-
holder in the province in which she lives.
We know there are men living in hotels
and lodging houses who would not qualify
in their own electorate as householders,
but in another province if that alteration
were made the wife of that person would
have a vote.

Hon., Sir Charles Latham:
would be freeholders first.

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not care what
they are; I am prepared to extend the
franchise to the wife of a freeholder or
a leaseholder. In most cases that wife
would already have a vote because her
husband would be a householder in the
province in which she resides. The women-
folk in our State play a great and im-
portant part and they should be given
as much right from the point of view of
voting as are the men. I had some figures
but unfortunately I have mislaid them,
which show that on the electoral list for
the Legislative Assembly there are slightly
more females than there are males.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: You have
got your figures wrong because there are
24,000 more males than females in West-
ern Australia.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am talking about
the electoral figures and if the hon, mem-
ber checks them, he will find that there
are 30 or 40 more females. I see the hon.
member has the Year Book in front of
him, but if he checks the figures in the
possession of the Electoral Department, he
will find there are something under 100
females more than there are males on
the electoral list. I had these figures only
last week and I could have given them
to the hon. member, but unfortunately
I have mislaid them.

But they

A different picture can be seen if one
looks at the enroiments of males and
females for the Legislative Council and
though I forget the proportion, I think
there are two or fhree times more males
than there are females, Can any-
body put up a logical argument to show
why the wife should not be entitled to
a vote when the husband is entitied to
one? Do not we owe a great deal to the
wives and mothers of this State? The
householder in most cases merely finds
;.lhe money, but it is the wife who runs the

ome.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
think many women want the right to
vote?

Hon. G. FRASER: I think quite a large
numbher want it.

The Minister for Agriculture: I do not.
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Hon. G. FRASER: That is the hon.
member’s opinion, but there are quite &
large number of women with whom I
have come in contact that are very keen
on a vote.

Hon. R. M. Forrest:
vote.

Hon. G. FRASER: Because we have the
wrong women on the rolls. We will find
that a lady living at Kalgoorlie and own-
ing a property at Fremantle will not vote
because she does not consider she has the
right to do so.

Hon. H. Hearn: You have it all worked
out.

Hon. G. FRASER: That is why the
figures are so small concerning the num-
ber of women who vote. The majority of
women on the roll are freecholders living
in a province distant from that for which
they are qualified. That is one of the
reasons why they do not record a vote for
this House; they are not interested in a
contest probably hundreds of miles from
where they are residing. The women who
are interested are those like many in West
Province, who are very keen to exercise
the franchise for this House.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Perhaps they
gre dissatisfied with their present mem-
ers.

Hon. G. FRASER: I thought somehody
would suggest that, but I am prepared to
take the risk. I would welcome them as

. voters, and if they could find somehody
to do the job better, T would accept their
verdict.

Hon. H. Hearn: We should miss you.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am always pre-
pared to admit that anyone is entitled to
disagree with me. I am a good enough
demacrat to believe that other people are
entitled to their views. What I find fault
with is that members here will not state
their objections to this legislation. Their
objections might be of such a character
that we could show they were acting on
false premises and put them right in the
matter, but if they just treat important
legislation of this sort with silent con-
tempt, it is a totally wrong attitude to
adopt.

The public is entitled to be told why the
franchise for this House should not be
extended. We have been told that the
franchise has existed for 100 years. How
many things operating today were the
same 100 years ago? Almost everything
has changed—everything except the fran-
chise for the Legislative Council. Is it not
time that some alteration was made?

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Has not any amend-
ment been made in all that time?

Hon. G. FRASER: No.

The Minister for Apriculture: Yes, the
qualifications have been reduced.

But they do not

as7

Hon. G. FRASER: That is so, but I
meant in the direction of extending the
franchise., Certainly not in the 23 years
I have heen a member has any progress
been made. If the period were only 23
years should not this system be brought
up to date?

Hon. N. E. Baxter: It might not be out
of date.

Hon. G. FRASER: The hon. member
must have been born B.C. 1929, judging
by the views he holds.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Are they so 0ld?

Hon. . FRASER: They have moss
growing on them. I had expected that
a younger man like Mr. Baxter would
help to rejuvenate this Chamber and prove
himself to be a little ahead of us demo-
crats, but he has views that are miles
behind those of the c¢rustiest Tory I have
ever heard in this Chamber. On one oc-
casion, a member opposed a measure of
this sort with the words, “We are set.
Why should we give things away?" That
is the wrong attitude.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: Did I say that?

Hon. G. FRASER: The hon. member
said worse than that.

The Minister for Agriculture:
who said it.

Hon. G. FRASER. This House should
tackle the question seriously. Surely we
are not going to sit down and say that
hecause the franchise was good enough
100 years ago, it is good enough today!
There must be some points about the
franchise on which members could agree
toc an improvement, just as improvements
have been made in other walks of life.
That is all that is asked by this Bill. The
measure does not propose the adoption of
adult suffrage; it does not propose to
interfere with the property qualification;
it is merely a proposal to give the wife
of the householder and, if members like,
the wife of a fresholder or leaseholder,
a vote for this Chamber. The only other
amendment suggested is to provide for one
elector, one vote. There is nothing extra-
ordinary about that.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: It is the thin end
of the wedge.

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not care
whether it is the thin end or the thick
end. Doubtless the hon. member will be
here next year and the year after #nd
will adept the same attitude. It will still
be left for this Chamber to say whether
it will be prepared to go further than
the proposals in the Bill or not. My ob-
jection is that members will not budge
one inch. They are satisfied with the
system that was set up 100 years ago.
What would be the condition of industry
if it were prepared to operate with the
machinery used 100 years ago? It is un-
thinkable that that could happen. When

I know
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everything else in the community has
progressed, why should not .the franchise
for this House be improved?

The measure was originally introduced
in another place by the Leader of my
parfy, but it was there altered at the
instance of the Leader of the Country
Party. What better combination could
members have than that—the Leaders of
two opposing parties having agreed to
it? They are prepared to get down to
business and decide upon something
worth while.

Hon. H. Hearn: You realise that if was
something not affecting their Chamber.

Hon. G, FRASER: If the Leaders of
those two parties can agree, surely to
heavens we can agree!

Hon. R. M. Forrest: The object of your
party is the abolition of this Chamber.

Hon. G. FRASER: Not under this Bill.

Hon. J. G. Hislop: That is the ultimate
aim.

Hon. G. FRASER: That does not af-
fect the question before us. When that
question is raised, this House will have
the final say. I want members to deal,
not with the ultimate alm, but with the
genuineness of the proposals before us.
If they are genuine, members should sup-
port them. If they are considered to be
not genuine, members should state their
objections.

The Minister for Agriculture: How do
you know that they are not going to sup-
port the Bill? This silence may mean
acquiescence. .

Hon. G. FRASER: Silence often is re-
garded as indicating consent, but I be-
lieve this is the exception that proves the
rule. I appeal to members to judge the
Bill on its merits. Those who vote against
the second reading must be of opinion
that the Bill contains no merits at all.
If that is so, they should tell us where
t?edmeasure falls short of what is de-
sired.

I do not believe in destructive criti-
cism; I consider that members should try
to be constructive in their criticism.
Therefore, if members are not satisflied
with the Bill, they should tell us what
they consider ought to be done. Surely
they do not come here to sit down and
merely say, “We shall not alter this in
any way; we shall let it stand for all
tifhe.” That is not the right attitude to
adopt. Let members say how we can
alter the Bill to give more people the vote
and get more people to take an interest
in this Chamber! Heaven knows we should
do something in that direction! At one of
the elections for this House, those voting
represented 21 or 22 per cent. of the total
number enrolled.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: What would the per-
centage have been for another place but
for compulsory voting?

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. G. FRASER: There must he some-
thing wrong when a member can be re-
turned on a 22 per cent. vote, of which
probably he received 12 per cent. Is it
not time that members sat up and took
notice?

Hon. N. E. Baxter:
alter that.

Hon. G. FRASER: It will enable people
who are now debarred from taking an
interest in the elections for this Cham-
ber to do so. Would the hon. member
be interested in any organisation in which
he did not have a vote?

Hon. N. E. Baxter: I might be.

Hon. G. FRASER: Then the hon. mem-
ber is cast in a different mould from most
individuals. Here we have two or three
minor amendments—age of 21, the wife

This Bill will not

.of a householder, and the cutting out of

the dual vote—which is very little to ask.
Members here have supported the Gov-
ernment that promised to liberalise the
franchise for this House and, therefore,
they should be zhle to support the Bill
or tell us their reasons for not doing so.
If they will not support this measure, led
them say what they would support, and
what they had in mind when they en-
dorsed the policy of the Government they
supported on the hustings.

HON, L. A. LOGAN (Midland) [5.11]:
In opposing the measure, I should like
to put my reasons before the House. It
is perfectly obvious that some members in .
another place are very anxious to belittle
some members of this House with the
ultimate object of belittling this House in
the eves of the public, and it seems to
me that some members in this Chamber
are supporting that attitude. It is more
than time that this House asserted itself
and let the people of the State know that
it is functioning for the purpose for which
it was constituted, namely, to review the
legislation passed by the Assembly and
improve it where, in our judgment, we
consider it may be improved.

Admittedly the proposals contained in
the Bill embody only three small allera-
tions, but if we allowed them to pass,
another lot of three small alierations
would be brought in. If my Leader takes
the platform and makes some appeal to
the people with the idea of getting their
support for himself and his party, I do
not consider myself to be bound by his
statement unless I have first been con-
sulted.

Hon. G. Fraser: Do not you think that,
when you are sitting behind him, you are
bound?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I am not one of
those who have been on a platfurm when
this subject has been mentioned.

Hon. G. Fraser: You supported your
party at the last general election.
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Hon. Sir Charles Latham: This has
never been an issue.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Never at any time.
I have already stated clearly that if my
Leader makes & statement without first
referring to me, I do not consider myself
bound by it.

Hon. E. M. Heenan:
repudiate it?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: If I am asked to
state my attitude to any guestion, I am
prepared to give my reasons. It is not
very long since the Leader of the hon.
member’s party was asked whether his
ultimate aim was not the aholition of the
Upper House, and he replied that it was.
Is Mr. Fraser prepared to stand behind
his Leader and support him in that state-
ment?

Hon. G. Fraser: Yes.

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: Then we know
where we stand and why these amend-
ments have been submitted to us. The
object is to make the franchise wider and
wider until adult sufirage is obtained for
this House. When we have adult suffrage
for one House, is not that sufficient? I
say is is absolutely unnecessary to have
adult franchise for this House.

Hon. G. Fraser: The Bill does not pro-
pose adult franchise for this House.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: But the proposals
in the Bill are merely another step in that
direction. Eventually we will reach that
stage.

Hon. G. Fraser: You are frightened.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I am not frightened,
but we do not want to get away from the
property franchise for this House.

Hon. Q. Fraser: But this measure would
not get us away from it.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Perhaps not, hut
it would be a staet.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: You adopt the
attitude of, “What we have we hold.”

Hon, L. A. LOGAN: As to what is func-
tioning perfectly well, yes.

Hon. H. Hearn: You think we should
leave well alone?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Yes, If some altera-
tion to the franchise would improve the
functioning of this House, I believe we
should vote for it, but this measure would
not do that. We talk about our demoeratic
vote and say we are democratically elected,
but it has been said that we have an
undemocratic franchise.

Let us refer, for & moment, to the fran-
chise of the Legislative Assembly: As soon
as a boy or girl reaches the age of 21
years he or she is compelled to become
enrclled and, when an election comes
along, to vote, irrespective of who the
candidates are or whether he or she has
any liking for the candidates, That means
that electers are often compelled to do

Should not you
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something they do not desire to do. Under
the franchise for this House the majority
of the people in the State can become en-
rolled if they wish to and can vote or
not just as they like. :

Hon. R. J. Boylen: Nof 50 per cént. of
them could get on the roll.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Ninety-five per cent.
of wives vote the same way as their hus-
bands do. Some members talk about doing
away with plural voting and would then
wish to bring it back again. Let us be
consistent. ’

Hon. R. J. Boylen: I think most wives
are free agents and would vote as they
pleased.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Do not you think
wolnen should have votes?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Yes. They have
votes at Assembly elections and they vote
at elections for this House if they are
qualified. :

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Apparently you
do not think the housewife should have
a vote.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: She should have
it if she has the qualifications, On one
or two occasions when it has been said
that there are no party politics in this
House, we have been ridiculed. .

Hon. G. Fraser: So you should be, if
you say that. .

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: If the hon. member
is playing party politics and is not doing
the job he was elected to do, I suggest
he should resign and let somebody else
be elected to do the job properly.

Hon., G. PFraser: A member is elected
and comes here as a member of a party,
and you say there are no party politics
in this House!

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: If the hon. mem-
ber reads back through “Hansard” for
the four years I have been in this House,
he will find that voting has not been on
party lines.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: You were elected

on the Country Party ticket.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: If there is a debate
in the Lower House on a party measure, one
votes for one’s party as otherwise the Gov-
ernment might be thrown out.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: But yocu have no say
at party meetlings.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Yes, we have.

Hon. G. Fraser: I think it is a wonder-
ful attifude to take up.

Hon, L. A, LOGAN: Today there are
ten members of Cabinet and, when they
have a meeting, six out of the ten may
decide on a certain line of action. Be-
cause one is a supporter of the Govern-
ment and does not wish to see it go out
of power, one votes accordingly, irrespec-
tive of whether the decision of Cabinet was
right or wrong—and it could be very
wrong. This is essentially a House of
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review and we can vole without playing
party politics. If any member in this
Chamber is not doing the job he was
elected for, he should get out and let
somebody else do it.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: That might be you.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: If the people think
I am not doing my job they are entitled
to throw me out, but that does not alter
the fact that I will try to do the job that
I am here to carry out.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: But only 30 per
cent. of the pecple put you here.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: The others who were
on the roll had an opportunity to go to
the poll and vote.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: But only a few
of them could vote.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I said those who
wetre on the roll had the opportunity to
vote.
that at the last election I recorded about
54 per cent., which was one of the high-
est percentages. The returning officer re-
marked on the high percentage of the
poll. The other 46 per cent. could have
voted had they wished to. I would rather
be elected by those people who think
enough of their country to go and vote
‘than by those who must be compelled to
vote. It has been said on many occa-
sions that this House has a property
franchise and I would ask Mr, Heenan
whether, in his business, he Ilets the
understrapper or secretary dictate policy,
or whether the final judgment is his.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: But the Premier
announced it as his policy to broaden the
franchise of this House.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I am not referring
to what the Premier or any other Leader
said on the platform in order to get votes.
The same applies to all political parties.

Hon. &. Fraser: No. When our Leader
delivers a policy speech he gives it for us,
s0 in the future we can tell the public
that the present Premier is talking only
for himself and not for his party.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Perhaps he is.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member must address the Chair.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN. We have Mr,
Fraser's admission that his desire is to
abolish this House, but I have already
tried to prove that this Chamber is es-
sential, I reiterate that any whittling
away of the franchise would be a step
towards abolition.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: Would you agree to
g referendum on the guestion?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: After the unfair
publicity that has been given in the
Press and over the air, the feeling of the
public might be against this House. If
we were to have a plebiscite, only those
should vote who are entitled to vote for
this House. If members desire to abolish

I would remind the hon. member-

[COUNCIL.]

this Chamber they should zgree to this
measure but, if they wish that we should
keep on functioning, they should throw
it out.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

BILL—STATE HOUSING ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson—Midland) [5.25] in
moving the second reading said: This
Bill marks the first move in the return
by the State Housing Commission to the
building of houses for home ownership,
or, as they are more familiarly known,
“workers’ homes.” The extent of the
work which can be done in this con-
nection during the present financial year
will be limited owing to shortage of funds,
but arrangements are being made for the
provision of sufficient loan funds so that
a substaniial programme can be entfered
into early in the next financial year.

The immediate proposal is a widespread
programme in rural areas, more particu-
larly, for a start, in the smaller towns.
Contracts have been negotiated with
three large companies for the manufac-
ture of precut houses, which will be com-
plete in practically every detail on leav-
ing the factory. The entire output of
two of these factories will be erected in
country distriets, this work being done
as far as possible by local labour.

Builders already are eagerly seeking
these contracts in view of the fact that
materials will be readily to hand, thereby
obviating delays in erection. Many of
these types of homes have been erected
already in country areas, but it is pro-
posed in future to limit strictly the erec-
tion of Commonwealth-State rental homes
in the couniry, and to concentrate on the
erection of houses for home ownership.
I feel that it adds to the dignity and to
the happiness of a man in being given an
opportunity to own his own home, and to
carry out his own alterations and reno-
vations, without having to wait upon the
pleasure of a landlord.

The first provision in the Bill i3 one
madé necessary by the rises that have
occurred lately in wages and salaries. In
the parent Act a worker—that is, a per-
son eligible for assistance under the Act
—1is defined as a person in receipt of an
annual income of not more than £750,
plus £25 for each child under 16 years of
age. This maximum was inserted in the
Act last year. It is interesting to note
that when the Workers’ Homes Act was
passed in 1912, the income limit was £300
per annum. In those days there was no
declared basic wage, but the maximum
wage was about £2 1l4s. per week.

In 1929, the income limit was increased
from £300 to £400, the basic wage then
being £4 7s. In 1942, the maximum was



[27 November, 1951.1

amended to read: “£400 per annum bplus
£25 for each child under 16 years of age.”
In 1946, a further increase to £500 plus
£25 per child under 16 years was granted,
the weekly basic wage then being £5 1s. 1d.
Last year the maximum was increased to
£750, still with £25 for each child under
16 years of age. The basic wage is now
£10 5s. 8d. and many workers receive
matrgins for skill which substantially in-
crease their earnings.

In view of the increases that have
taken place in the past year in the basic
wage, it is obvious that a further adjust-
ment should be made to the maximum
limit in the Act. This could be done in
either of two ways—to further inecrease
the limit, or to make it variable in accord-
ance with fluctuations in the bhasic wage.
The second alternative has heen chosen
as the more practical and as one in con-
sonance with modern procedure affecting
salaries and wages. The proposal in the
Bill, therefore, is that the limit of £750
will remain and thet no variation in the
basic wage after the lst November, 1950,
will be taken into account.

The second amendment is also of im-
portance as it seeks to extend for a fur-
ther two years the powers of compulsory
resumption of private land for the pur-
pose of the Act, Section 23 of which
limits resumptions to a period of five
years, which ends in January, 1952. I
wish to assure the House that in seeking
an extension of this authority the Gov-
ernment does not do so with the intention
of undertaking any large scale acquisi-
tions. Excluding land recently resumed
at Wanneroo for long term developmental
purposes, the Commission now holds about
14,000 blocks, which is sufficient for a
bullding programme extending over seven
or eight years. ‘

Hon. H. K. Watson: And including the
land resumed at Wanneroo?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSFORT:
No, I said “excluding.”

Hon. H. K. Watson: Excluding how
many blocks at Wanneroo?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
think the area was 1,700 acres. I would
not know the number of blocks, because
I do not think the land has bheen sub-
divided. 'The Commission prefers to nego-
tiate privately for any further land it re-
quires, and will resort to resumption only
in cases of expediency or of national im-
portance, where a building project may
be necessary in the interests of the State,
and where the desired area may not be
available for purchase through ordinary
channels. Mainly, however, powers of re-
sumbtion are needed to complete properly
the design of areas that are already held.
It often happens that additional blocks
are required to complete a subdivision, or
to complete drainage services, ete.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: That could
be done under the Public Works Act.

991

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
This is necessary in regard to the areas
held by the Housing Commission. If these
additional blocks are not available, the
success of a subdivision might conceiv-
ably be jeopardised. In such cases, the
Commission would resort first to the nor-
mal methods of negotiation but, in the
event of these being unsuccessful, it would
be advisable that power of compulsory ac-
quisition be available through the Land
Resumption Office of the Public. Works
Department.

Another point too, must be taken into
consideration. The Act empowers the
Commission to take certzin action with
regard to slum clearances., Owing to the -
pre-eminent need to build homes, the Com-
mission has not yet been able to attend
to any action of this nature, but it is
quite obvious that slum clearance could
not be effectively carried out unless some
powers of compulsory acquisition were
available. TUnder the Act, resumed land
may be returned to those persons who
establish eclaims in regard to their pro-
posed use of it—particularly where the
land is intended for the future residence
of the owner or of a near relative.

This provision has been administered in
liberal fashion and the actual blocks con-
cerned or others of a comparable value
and position, have been returned to those
persons whose claims have been estab-
lished as genuine. There is no doubt
that the power of compulsory acquisition
is one which has to be handled with dis-
cretion and care, and the Commission in
carrying out resumptions has been care-
ful not to interfere with the bhona fide
rights and intentions of owners. I wish °
to reiterate that in future this power will
be exercised only in the most essential and
extreme cases.

The only cofther amendment is of a
routine nature, referring to the commenc-
ing date of repayment of advances mada
by the Commission, The proposal is that
repayments may commence on the occu-
pation of a dwelling instead of, as at pre-
sent, subsequent to the final payment on
the building contract. This is a similar
procedure to that used in the purchase
of war service homes and it will have the
effect of simplifying the accounts of the
Commission.

Under the present arrangement the final
payment under the building contract is
delayed until maintenance is completed.
As this may be some considerable time
after occupation of the house, it is nof
in the best interests of the purchaser, who
naturally desires to commence repayment
immediately on taking occupation, so that
his debt may be liquidated as soon as pos-
sible, I move—

. That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. E, M. Davies, debate
adjourned. .
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BILL—TRUSTEES ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion from the 8th November of the debate
on the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Transport in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Section 5 amended:

Hon. H. HEARN: I move an amend-
ment—
‘That in line 1 after the word
“amended” the following words be in-
serted:—

(a) By inserting after the word
“Australia” in paragraph (d)
the words “or any incorpor-
ated building society. now or
hereafter carrying on busi-
ness in Western Australia,
and certified by notice in the
“Gazette,” signed by the
Treasurer, as a society in the
shares of which trustees may
invest.

I do so for the purposes which I outhned
in my second reading speech, namely, to
enlarge the avenues of investment of trust
funds. The information that I have on
the building societies now operating in
‘Western Australia will be of interest to
members before they vote on the amend-
ment. The Perth Building Society was
established in 1862, the Fremantle Build-
ing Society in 1875, the Swan Building
Society at Guildford in 1895, and the
Bunbury Building Society in 1882. I men-
tion those dates to show that the build-
ing societies operating in this State have
proved themselves to be sound investments
and are mainly suited to this form of
trustee investment.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
The amendment seeks to include build-
ing societies as profit investments. It is
probably only fair to the Commiitee to
read a minute from the Under Treasurer
and to explain that the amendments on
the notice paper in Mr, Hearn’s name have
been discussed with the Attorney Genersal,
who agrees with me that they will be quite
in order, and that there are safeguards to
protect trustees’ investments. Mr. Reid’s
original minute read—

The amendment proposed by Hon.
H. Hearn is to include investment in
building societies as an authorised in-
vestment for trustees under the
‘Trustees Act.

A similar request was made to the
Attorney General when he was deal-
ing with the Bill in the Legislative

[COUNCIL.]

Assembly. He decided t{o reject the
proposal. When he sought my advice
I told him that I did not think build-
ing societies should be included as
trust investments, but where a {estator
had left part of his estate in a build-
ing society, and where he left no
specific instructions in his will for
the disposal of his assets, the trustee
should be authorised to continue to
hold the investments in the building
society.

As the law stands at present, a
trustee is required to sell any securities
in a building society, because it is
not .a trust investment. However, all
building societies are not of equal
financial strength, and it would not
be wise in my opinion to authorise a
trustee to invest trust moneys in any
building society.

I think the three final words, “any build-
ing society,” more or less express the
Under Treasurer’s attitude. Mr. Hearn's
amendments specify that the investments
in building soctety funds must be ap-
proved by the Treasury, and no doubt in
all cases that would be done upon advice
from the Under Treasurer. The Attorney
General and I are quite prepared to
accept the amendments,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. HEARN: I move an amend-
ment—
THat a new paragraph be added as
follows:—
(b} hy deleting the word ‘“pre-
ference” in paragraph ().

I gave my reason for this amendment
during my second reading speech. The
object is to leave to the discretion of
trustees whether they invest in preference
or ordinary stock of approved companies.

Amendment put and passed.

On motions by Hon, H. Hearn, clause
further amended in line 2 by inserting
“(e)" before the word “by” and by deleting
the word “paragraph” and inserting the
word “paragraphs” in lieu.

Hon. H. HEARN: I move an amend-
ment—

That a new paragraph he added as
follows:—

(i) In the shares of any incor-
porated building society now
or hereafter carrying on busi-
ness in Western Australia and
certified by notice in the
“"Gazette,” signed by the
Treasurer, as a society in the
shares of which trustees may
invest.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.
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BILL—PRICES CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 13th Novem-
ber.

HON. H. C. STRICKLAND (North)
[5.47): This is a small Bill embodying
two amendments, the object of which is
to increase the maximum fines that either
a magistrate or a judge may impose upon
offenders against the Prices Control Act.
The intention Is to raise the maximum
fine in connection with prosecutions taken
before a magistrate from £100 to £200 and
in the case of matters dealt with by a
judege from £500 to £1,500. The Attorney
General has discretionary powers as to
whether prosecutions shall be launched
before a magistrate or shall be dealt with
by a judge. Mostly prosecutions are taken
hefore magistrates.

Complaints have been made by magis-
trates that although they do not like
sending business men to gaol, as they can
under the Act, the monetary penalties are
not adequate to enable them to deal
properly with some of the offences com-
mitted. T see no reason why the maximum
fines should not be increased because
there are no minima, A magistrate may
gdminister a caution or he may impose
a flne of £1 or £100. Thus the increasing
of the maximum monetary penalty will, in
fact, have no effect as regards the mini-
mum or the discretion which the magis-
trate or judge may exercise.

with regard to wilful offences under
the Prices Control Act, particularly in re-
spect of overcharges for commodities the
prices of which are fixed, every dis-
couragement should be afforded by leg-
islation, and one of the best methods of
discouraging offences is the provision of
an adequate deterrent. If we increase the
maximum fine substantially, I should
imagine people inclined to offend know-
ingly would be discouraged, for the action
they might contemplate would prove un-
profitable. The effect of overcharges on
commodities could be felt widely through-
out the State, particularly with regard to
foodstuffs. People must have them and
therefore must pay the prices demanded.
I have no objection at all to the maxi-
mum fines for such offences being in-
creased substantially, and I therefore sup-
port the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Eill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; Hon.
E. H. Gray in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Amendment of Section 16:
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The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
move an amendment—

That in lines 3 and 4 of paragraph
(b) the words “fifteen hundred” be
struck out and the words *“seven
hundred and fifty” inserted in leu.

When the Bill was considered in another
place, the original penalties were raised
from £100 to £500 and from £500 to
£1,600. The Deputy Premier moved to de-
crease the first penalty from £500 to
£200, but omitted to move to reduce the
maximum penalty of £1,500 to £750. It
was an oversight as he had indicated
during his second reading speech that
his intention was to move in that direc-
tion. I have heen asked to remedy that
defect in Committee here,

Hon. H. HEARN: I support the amend-
ment. The only regret I have is that the
Minister has not seen fit to go further in
lessening the penalties. Undoubfedly a
spirit is abroad that tends to regard any-
one associated with business as proper for
the imposition of every penalty conceiv-
able. It is fantastic that under the price
control legislation that has operated for
50 long we should still be increasing the
penalties. I am sorry the Bill was intro-
duced at all, However, I shall take every
opportunity offering to support the lessen-
ing of penalties, because too often is pri-
vate enterprise charged with being dis-
honest. I seem to remember someone in
another place saying that members having
business interests entered Parliament only
for t€1eir own ends. I support the amend-
ment.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I do not agree with
what Mr. Hearn has said. A mistake
was made in another place. While I
would prefer the maximum penalty of
£1,500 to remain, I shall take no excep-
tion to the amendment. The Bill is not
aimed at reputable business men like Mr.
Hearn and those who mix with him but
at people referred to by Mr. Baxter when
he opposed the Bill at the second read-
ing stage. The object of the Bill is to
deal with dishonest people, not with in-
dividuals who make a small mistake while
waiting for official correspondence re-
garding prices to reach them. The mea-
sure has nothing to do with people who
provide commeoedities to the community at
the proper prices. The amending legislation
was introduced practically at the sugges-
tion of a magistrate who sald that the
penalties he could impose were not ade-
guate to meet some offences.

Hon. H. Hearn: I do not take foo much
notice of a magistrate. He may be wrong,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: A magistrate can
say in all sincerify what he thinks about
cases that he deals with and the effect
of the law.

Hon. H. K. Watson: Are you suggest-
ing that the magistrate was responsible
for the introduction of the Bill?
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Hon. E. H. GRAY: No, nhot that he sug-
gested it but that he spoke about the in-
adequacy of the penalties provided in the
Act in the case he was dealing with, A
magistrate would have more sense than
to speak about politics. He has nothing
to do with politics but with the admin-
istering of an Act. He said that the
maximum fine provided in the Act was
not adequate.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I am
very relucant to support this class of
legislation. I know many instances in the
country districts where men have been
fined hecause of minor mistakes by their
employees. It is difficult to get trained
employees today. Many of those who are
employed are not only unirained but are
careless, and for minor offences the pro-
prietor of a business is liable to a penalty
of £200. I fully expected that some
members who Know a great deal more
about business matters than I do, would
have taken this matter up. I would not
support a maximum penalty of £1,500 and
I do not say that I shall support one of
£750. I know for a positive faet that
some time ago butchers were paying more
for their meat on the hoof than they
could sell it for over the counter.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: Some of them.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I know
that is true.

Hon. E, H. Gray:
butchers.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I am
surprised at Mr. Gray’s interjection.

Hon. E. H. Gray: This legisiation 1is
aimed at big business, not minor offences,
and against those who are dishonest.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The hon.
member said that the magistrate made an
approach to Mr. Hawke.

Hon. E. H. Gray: No.

Hon. H. Hearn: But that is what he
meant.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Someone
must have asked for the legislation to be
introduced. What the magistrate has to
do is to carry out the wishes of Parlia-
ment. Neither a magistrate/nor a judge
is the determining factor in such matters.
Parliament has that duty to carry out.
We should tell these people that we are
permitted to make mistakes, but they are
appointed to the Bench to carry out the
laws that we pass and to interpret them
as reasonahly as they can. If they are
not in favour of them, they can refer the
matter to someone else.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Surely they are
capable of offering well-meant advice!

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do not
think they are.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: This is not the
question before the Chair.

This is not {or

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: What is
Mr. Parker worrying about?

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: The waste of
time,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: If there
is any question of waste of time, it is that
we do not give sufficient consideration to
legislation. Mr. Parker is qualified in law
and ought to be able to advise us in
many respects, but he sits still and does
not give us any guidance,

Point of Order.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker: I will accept that
challenge! On a point of order, Mr. Chair-
man, I want your ruling as fto whether
the hon. member is in order in discussing
the matter he is dealing with or whether
the question before the Chair is a matter
concerning the raising or lowering of pen-
alties. : :

The Chairman: My ruling is that the
question before the Committee is the al-
teration of penalties. I have allowed Sir
Charles Latham a certain amount of ib-
erty, and I hope, if he rises in his seat
again, he will keep to the terms of the
amendment,

Debate Resumed.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: If. Mr.
Parker would not interject I would not
ke led astray. Some people make their
speeches by way of interjections! I am
not ashamed to express my views in Com-
mittee and I am not going to he prevented
from doing so. The peoint I have raised
is that we propose to inflict heavy fines
on business people who very frequently
are guite innocent.

Hon. E. H, Gray: They would not be
fined if they were innocent.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I was
at Goomalling once, and the proprietor
of a ship showed me his accounts. An
amount of one halfpenny had been charged
on a certain line of poods by one of his
counter hands and the proprietor was
fined by the local magistrate. That was
gquite right, of course, because the law
said he should be fined.

Hon. E. H. Gray: This
for big stuff.

Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: It does
not matter what the amount is. If 2 man
is overcharging to the extent of a farthing,
he ecomes under this law.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: So he should.

Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I intend
to oppose the third reading because I con-
sider these penalties are not necessary.
From a business point of view this State
is being very well conducted; and, in gen-
eral, customers are very well satisfied.
There are cases where people have paid
higher for their meat than the permitted
pbrice, and have done so- knowingly. be-
cause they were aware that butchers were
not able te purchase stock on the hoof

Bill is meant
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and still sell profitably at the price they
were compelled to charse. The Prices
Commissioner is doing quite a good job,
but unfortunately 1s governed by the laws
we make here. The point I want to stress
is that those making minor overcharges
are just as llable to penalties as those
who commit offences of some magnitude.
I hope the Committee will agree to re-
duce the amount to £750, but when the
Bill reaches the third reading it will not
pass with my vote.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I oppose the
amendment. I cannot agree with Sir
Charles that by reducing the maximum
penalty we are helping dishonest people.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Do not You
think that the present penalty is high
enough?

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It is dis-
cretionary. It may be nothing or it may
be the maximum. If the maximum is
reduced, we leave the magistrates and
judges no recourse other than to imprison-
ment,

Hon. H. Hearn:
pretty solid?

Hon. H, ¢. STRICKLAND: It would not
be much to a big concern. I have been
in business and have had experlence with
the Prices Branch. An employee put a
wrong price ticket on fruit of a certain
type. But I was not marched off straight
away. People in that position are given
plenty of latitude. We have only to con-
sider what happened when retailers in-
creased the price of butter by 10d. a 1b.
before they were entitled to do so. The
pecple who thus overcharged have not
been prosecuted. 1 consider that the
penalty should stand at £1,500; otherwise,
when there are serious cases, maglstrates
will be encouraged to imprison the
offenders.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and a division
taken with the following result:—

Would not £750 be

Ayes 15
Noes 8
Majority for i
Ayes.
Hon. L Cral Hon. L. A. Logan
Hon. E. M. Davles Hen, J. Murray
Hon. @. Fra Hon. H. §. W. Parker
Hon. Sir Franlr. Gibzon Hon. C. H. S8lmpson
Hon. B. H Gray Hon, H. C. Strickland
Hon. W. R. Hall ‘Hon. G. B. Wood
Hen, E. M. Heenan Hon, B. J ylen
Heon. C. H. Henning { Teller.)
Noes.
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. A. R. Jones
Hon, B. M. Porrest Hon. A. L. Loton
Hon. H. Hea! Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon, J. G. Hlslop Hon, Sir Chas. Latham
{ Teller.)

Clause, as amended, thus passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.’
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BILL—COAL MINING INDUSTRY LONG
SERVICE LEAVE ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Order of the Day read for the resump-

tion from the 22nd Novembher of the de-
hate on the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committlee,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 613 npm.

Wegislative Assembly

Tuesday, 27th November, 1951.
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